Effect of infusing lactoferrin hydrolysate into bovine mammary glands with subclinical mastitis.
The therapeutic effect of administering lactoferrin hydrolysate (LFH) into the mammary glands of cows with subclinical mastitis was evaluated. Seven millilitres of a preparation of LFH (7% protein) was infused into 35 quarters of 25 cows with subclinical mastitis. The numbers of bacteria in the milk from infected quarters decreased, and bacteria disappeared by the 14th day after the administration of LFH. The mean somatic cell counts (SCC) peaked one day after administration of LFH and the counts were significantly p < 0.01) decreased on days 7, 14 and 21 compared to those before the administration of LFH. The mean lactoferrin concentration in the milk peaked on days 2 or 3 and then gradually decreased to day 14, returning to the level before the administration of LFH. It appears that administration of LFH may have a therapeutic effect when infused into the quarters of cows with subclinical mastitis.